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1- From Russia with Unions. 

Of all the spheres of activity, education has suffered the most from Russia’s economic and social crisis of the 
past ten years. If the schools are still functioning despite the lack of money for repairing buildings, printing 
textbooks and sometimes even for heat, it is mainly thanks to the sense of responsibility of the teachers, 
mostly women, who continue to exercise their profession in face of terrible difficulties. 

2- Stop McDonalds! 

For more than two weeks the actions of protests against the building of McDonalds restaurant are going on in 
the historical center of the city of Voronezh. Local citizens together with the representatives of 
environmental, political and social organizations take part in protest actions. 

3- Student Labor Day of Action 

More than 100 actions supporting local struggles around workers' rights and economic justice issues are 
happening this week in conjunction with the National Student Labor Day of Action. Below are a few initial 
reports from around the country and links to press clips about some of the actions. 

4- India : Seeds of Discontent 

Many farming sector observers in India caution that an obvious Government-industry nexus is pushing 
genetically modified seeds in India without heeding the concerns around the potentially devastating 
environmental and social impacts of the technology in a largely agrarian economy such as India. 

5- An economist from a different era 

“An intellectual disinclined to be a leader, but who was pervasively influential all the same.” This is how, 
some years ago, Federico Caffé summed up the figure of James Tobin, underlining the noteworthy contrast 
between the American economist’s shy and soft character and his extraordinary, trailblazing influence on the 
development of economic research. 

6- Looking for volunteers. 

As you have noticed probably a volunteer translator team exists. Languages are indeed one of the biggest 
difficulties to be able to share ideas, proposals, analysis. With 2 500 000 pages read during the first quarter 
2002 on the website attac.org and the 80 000 subscribers of the newsletters in five languages, it is vital for 
us. Since 1998 an all-volunteer translator team is working everyday to help. We need to find more help but 
for this you don’t have to “sign with your blood”. A little explanation... 

7- Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 


From Russia with Unions sometimes even for heat, it is mainly thanks to 

the sense of responsibility of the teachers, mostly 
By David Mandel (Canada), Carine Clément, Denis women, who continue to exercise their profession 
Paillard (France) in face of terrible difficulties. Teachers are among 

the lowest-paid workers in Russia. In 2000, their 
A - Teachers’ Unions average wage was 1424 rubles or about 36 $US a 

month, aS a opposed to the average national 
Of all the spheres of activity, education has salary of $79. Teachers have also been hit hardest 
suffered the most from Russia’s economic and by the practice of not paying wages, which can be 
social crisis of the past ten years. If the schools observed in half of the regions of Russia. 
are still functioning despite the lack of money for (Teachers’ wages depend on the regional 


repairing buildings, printing textbooks and governments). Wage arrears, after having 
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declined following the financial collapse of 1998, 
are rising again at a rate of 5-10% per month and 
are equal to 34 billion rubles ($1.1 billion) in 
February 2002. 


Strikes to demand payment of wages are again 
occurring in schools, especially in Siberia, the 
Urals, the Pacific-coast region, Krasnodar, Tver. 
They break out mostly spontaneously after wages 
have not been paid for several months and are led 
by ad-hoc strike committees. Although the 
authorities claim they have no money, the strikes 
generally result in their finding enough to pay at 
least part of the arrears, though rarely all of 
them... As a result, teachers are soon forced to 
repeat the strikes. The problem is that the strikes 
remain isolated, not reaching even a regional 
scale. 


This allows the government to go on claiming it 
has liquidated wage arrears. Moreover, it is 
announcing a pay rise in accordance with 
commitments made when the Labour-Code reform 
was adopted. A law of 25 October 2001 raised the 
minimum wage from 132 to 450 rubles (about 
$15.5) for the least skilled category of public 
workers. But this “gift” was accompanied by a 
reform of the wage scale for public workers, which 
collapsed differential coefficients from 1-10 to 1- 
4.5. This means that teachers’ wages, which are in 
the middle categories of the public sector, will 
remain practically unchanged. The Union of 
Education Workers affiliated with the Federation of 
Independent Trade Unions of Russia (FNPR -- 
successor to the Soviet unions) agreed to this 
wage reform. The alternative unions opposed it, 
but to no effect for now, and the government has 
refused to negotiate with them despite a low 
adopted on October 25 that obliged it to negotiate 
the wage reform with all national unions. 


To complete this picture, it should be mentioned 
that the plans for educational reform (in effect, 
creeping privatization) have for now been shelved, 
following protests by teachers in February 2001, 
organized by the FNPR. However, they have not 
been buried. In addition, the new Labour Code 
worsens the situation of teachers in that they can 
now be fired for “violating the school’s rules,” 
something that could affect their ability to 
mobilize. 


B- Calls for Solidarity 
MacDonalds ATTAC-Voronezh together with the 


movement “The World Is Not a Commodity” 
formed a coalition on March 14 to “Stop 
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MacDonalds”. It unites citizens, ecologists, artists 
and other organizations to stop construction of a 
restaurant in the historic centre of the city, on the 
centre’s last remaining park-site. There has been 
a demonstration, and a petition is circulating. The 
committee demands an end to the construction, 
which is prohibited by the city plans. It demands 
reconstruction of the park and protection of the 
historic sites. Despite the violations involved in the 
sale of the land, which have been recognized by 
the procuracy, the mayor and MacDonalds insist 
on proceeding. 


Messages of Support can be_- sent’ to 
“StopMacDonalds” stop_macdonalds@mail.ru and 
letters of protest to the mayor (A. Kovalev, Mayor 
of Voronezh, Lenin Square 1, Voronezh 39400 
Russia), as well as to MacDonald’s Russia 
kazhayev@mcdonalds.ru fax: 7-901-9933883). 





Kazakhstan -- Appeal to Solidarity with Miners 


Since February 24, Alexander Chupik has been on 
hunger strike. 45 years old, he is an activists of 
the “Solidarity” union. He was illegally fired in 
July 2001 by the Ten-Tekskoi mine in the 
Karaganda basin. The mine belongs to the 
multinational Ispat-Karmet that is conducting a 
policy of constant wage reductions and 
intensification of labour. He was fired after an 
illness reduced his work capacity by 25%. But the 
real reason is his union activity. He is demanding 
his job back, denouncing corruption of the 
judiciary and the practices of multinational 
corporations in Kazakhstan. A week ago, he was 
joined by ten trade unionists from Karaganda. 


Send protests to: 

Director Prezentu G.M. 

Coal Department of Ispat-Karmet 
ul. 40 let Kazakhstanu, 14 
Karaganda, Kazakhstan 


Contact for this article. Working group on Eastern 
and Central Europe groupe-est@attac.org 





Stop McDonalds! 
By Voronezh Coalition 


For more than two weeks the actions of protests 
against the building of McDonalds restaurant are 
going on in the historical center of the city of 
Voronezh. Local citizens together with the 
representatives of environmental, political and 
social organizations take part in protest actions. 
McDonalds is supposed to be built on the place of 
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the only park in the city center. On the 14th of 
March 2002 "Stop McDonalds" Committee was 
formed during the first public meeting against the 
building of McDonalds on the place of city park. 


The protesters demand: 


1. Stop the building of McDonalds! This project 
does not take into account the opinion of the 
citizens, and violates many regulations about the 
building of such objects. 


2. Reconstruct the park as a historical place of 
Voronezh. 


In Spring 2001 McDonalds Corporation acting 
through the false firm has bought the right of the 
land-lease for the building of four fast-food 
restaurants, one of them was supposed to be built 
in the historical center of the city. Sale of the right 
for land-lease were carried out with many breaks, 
which was confirmed by the city prosecutor's 
department. Despite of the city regulations and 
the opinion of the citizens the administration of 
the city permitted the building of restaurant in the 
park. 


Blockade of the building process lasted for five 
days and on the 25th of March, the six day of the 
blockade, it was stopped by the active 
intervention of the police and administration of the 
city. 


The blockade went on since March 20, activists 
organized daily duty in the park and did not allow 
the builders to start their work, staying under the 
backet of excavator and taking apart the fence 
around the park. On the morning conference 
Voronezh major A. Kovalev, with red and angry 
face, shouted that the building should be 
continued in spite of the protest, which involved 
several deputies of the Regional Parliament, and 
that he was going to organize the ceremonial 
beginning of the building together with the main 
city architect. 


Instead of the promised ceremony the police 
regiment arrived in the park and pushed the 
protesters away from the building machines. Local 
citizens reminded to the police, that in this park 
two police officers were killed by the criminals ten 
years ago, and that McDonalds could not be a 
good memorial to them. 


Two hours later police arrested four participants of 
the protest for "participating non-sanctioned 
meeting". "If this is called "non-sanctioned 
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meeting", about 200 people participated in it 
together with us including bureaucrats from the 
city administration, - said one of the arrested 
activists, Svetlana Dorokhova. - It seems that if 
you support the building of McDonalds then your 
participation is sanctioned, if you are against then 
you break an order in the city". 


Next day the local court made the decision that 
three activists of the Stop McDonalds committee 
were not guilty. Beside of it, about 20 paint-artists 
were already left without place for selling their 
pictures as they were thrown out of the park, and 
more than 10 beautiful old trees were sawed off in 
the park. On 29th of March Stop McDonalds 
Committee organized the street party, musicians 
from Voronezh and several other cities played for 
free near the park to protect it. 


On the 3rd of April activists attended the 
exhibition of architecture projects, where the 
project of McDonalds was presented, and spoiled 
the opening ceremony, staying near mayor, head 
of the region and the city main architect in the T- 
shirts with STOP MCDONALDS slogan, and 
distributing the invitations to the meeting against 
the building. Later they were removed from the 
exhibition by the police "for wearing wrong 
clothes". 


During the actions activists collected more than 
1000 _ signatures against the building’ of 
McDonalds. After distributing call-for-solidarity 
letter we received more than 50 letters of support 
(and the city administration received the letters of 
protest) from France, Canada, Belgium, Sweden, 
Germany, Russia and USA. Activists from Nizhniy 
Novgorod supported us with two pickets of 
McDonalds restaurants in their city. "Stop 
McDonalds" Committee is not going to stop its 
activity, the struggle is going on. On the 9th of 
April big public meeting will be held near the park. 


Contact for this article. stop_mcdonalds@mail.ru 
Photos http: //no-corp. voronezh.net 








Student Labor Day of Action 
By Allison Fletcher. J obs with J ustice 


Congratulations to everyone on the biggest and 
best National Student Labor Day of Action ever! 


More than 100 actions supporting local struggles 
around workers’ rights and economic justice issues 
are happening this week in conjunction with the 
National Student Labor Day of Action. Below are a 
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few initial reports from around the country and 
links to press clips about some of the actions. 
Please get us reports, press clips & photos from 
your actions so we can share them with the rest of 
the Jw) & SLAP networks. Also, be sure to check 
out the Jw) website at 
http: //www.jwj.org/SLAP/A4/2002reports.htm for 
photos & more reports as they come in. 


San Diego, CA 


CBS Channel 8 - UCSD Students Rally for J anitors 
http: //www.kfmb.com/topstory. php?storyl D=760 
3 


Washington, DC 


In Washington, DC on April 4, students on several 
campuses rallied to fight for workers' rights in the 
US and abroad. At George Washington University, 
the GW Progressive Student Union staged an 
impressive "Sweatshop fashion show" in front of 
the University's administration building. For 
several years students at GW have been pressing 
the administration to join the Workers' Rights 
Consortium, an organization which monitors 
factories where college apparel is made. In 
addition to the many students who attended the 
rally, LIUNA members were on hand with their 
giant rat! 


Immediately following the rally, students marched 
to the DC public high school called the School 
without Walls. Despite the deteriorating conditions 
in DC public school buildings, DCPS maintenance 
engineers and custodians, both represented by the 
Teamsters, are facing budget cutbacks including 
inadequate staffing and inadequate supplies and 
equipment. Speakers at the event included AFL- 
ClO President John Sweeney, Fred Azcarate of 
Jobs with Justice, DC SLAP organizer Nick 
Laskowski, a representative from the DC Metro 
Labor Council, the President of Teamsters Local 
639, which represents DCPS custodians, food 
service workers and full-time bus drivers, the 
President of Teamsters Local 730, which 
represents DCPS building engineers, skill trades 
workers and warehouse workers, a student from 
the school, a parent of two former students, and a 
maintenance engineer from the school. About 100 
people attended the rally including students from 
GW, American University, Georgetown University, 
and DC public schools and union members from 
the Teamsters, LIUNA, IUPAT, and HERE. 
Following the rally, media were led on a tour of 
the dilapidated building. 
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Also on April 4, students from the American 
University Solidarity Committee held a petition 
drive to support a campus living wage and to 
demand that the University increase its 
contribution to the health insurance of campus 
cafeteria workers represented by HERE. 
Additionally, students at the Georgetown Law 
School hosted a panel discussion on the legal 
rights of low wage workers. Students from the 
Howard University chapter of Amnesty 
International will be hosting a week of events 
called "Criminal Injustice Week" The week will 
build up to a protest at the US J ustice Department 
against federal executions. Way to go DC SLAP! 
photos 

http: //www.jwj.org/SLAP/A4/2002DCpics.htm 
press clip - Colleges Doff Caps 
http://www. washtimes.com/business/20020405- 
22020232.htm 

Atlanta, GA 


Nearly 200 rallied at Morehouse College on April 4, 
demanding a living wage for the janitors who work 
there. Morehouse janitors work for a company 
called Initial. The Morehouse Student-Labor 
Alliance organized the days events, which began 
with a march from the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Chapel and ended with a rally at Kilgore Hall in the 
center of campus. Speakers included 
representatives of SEIU Local 1985, Georgia AFL- 
CIO President Richard Ray, a representative from 
the AFL-CIO's Organizing Institute who is also a 
Morehouse Alumni, and SLAP co-coordinator 
Treston Faulkner. Media attending the event 
included ABC Channel 2 and the campus 
newspaper. 


Hilo, HI 


On April 4, Not with Our Money organized 
educational events at the University of Hawaii to 
promote awareness about the Sodexho, which 
runs the school's cafeteria. Specifically, students 
are concerned that Sodexho owns two private 
prison companies outside the US, has a history of 
poor labor policies, and does not run ecologically 
responsible cafeterias. To educate people about 
Sodexho, students constructed a mock jail cell, 
gave away literature, condoms, and candy at a 
table outside the library, and held a speak-out for 
students to express their opinions about the 
company. At the end of the day, students 
presented the cafeteria's manager with a piece of 
collaborative artwork. For pictures from the Day of 
Action, visit http://www. geocities.com/ghapril4/. 


Louisville, KY 
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Over 150 union members, church-goers, students, 
and Louisville Jw) activists packed into the Zion 
Baptist Church in Louisville, KY to hear Rev. J ames 
Orange speak about Martin Luther King Jr's legacy 
of fighting for civil rights and workers’ rights. The 
evening began with a showing of "At the River | 
Stand," a documentary on MLK's support for the 
1968 Memphis sanitation workers' strike. The 
crowd then heard from local clergy, union leaders, 
and long-time activists, who encouraged everyone 
to take action for a living wage for workers in 
Louisville and Jefferson County. Over 100 
postcards to the City Board of Alderman and to 
the County commision supporting the living wage 
were signed at the event! 


Ann Arbor, MI 


At the University of Michigan, Students Organized 
for Labor Equality organized an action to demand 
that the University cut it's contract with the New 
Era Cap Company, where workers have been on 
strike against unfair and dangerous working 
conditions since last summer. 25 SOLE members 
stormed the administration building where they 
read worker testimony through a bullhorn and 
plastered the walls with blown-up versions of the 
testimony. SOLE was joined by many others 
outside the building, including Graduate student 
instructors who recently won a victory. Students 
wrapped the entire administration building in a 
360 foot banner covered in slogans like "people 
before profit" and "how long will the 
administration ignore the workers". UM President 
Joe White came outside and was presented with a 
list of demands from the students. President White 
announced to the students that he wants to cut 
the University's contract with New Era Cap! 


Philadelphia, PA 


Philadelphia Inquirer - Students to Rally for Higher 
Swarthmore Employee Pay 
http://www. philly.com/mld/inquirer/living/ commu 
nity/states/ pennsylvania/2996028.htm 


Providence, RI 

Providence Journal - Students Protest in Support 
of J anitors 

http://www. projo.com/metro/content/projo_ 2002 
0405_prally5.2a484f4a.html 


Seattle, WA 
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Student and youth activists joined with union 
members to loudly denounce the Seattle School 
Board's decision to contract with anti-worker 
school bus corporations. Washington State J obs 
with Justice helped mobilize a broad coalition of 
over 500 students & youth, parents, faith leaders, 
and union members to rally in front of the School 
Administration Building and then converge on the 
April 3rd Board meeting. 


As the rally approached the entrance, the 
Administration quickly had the building doors 
locked and tied up with extension cords and 
plastic handcuffs. A sign stating "Fire Code 
Capacity Is Met and No More Let In" was posted 
on the locked glass doors to the public meeting as 
demonstrators chanted, "Let Us In" and "Who's 
Schools? Our Schools!" Many police units were 
called as administrators seemed to fear facing the 
public. 


High school students, University students from 
many Seattle schools, Youth Undoing Institutional 
Racism, Students for Fair Trade, Seattle Young 
People's Project, and the graduate student worker 
union GSEAC-UAW, expressed support for bus 
drivers' rights to liveable wages and a voice on the 
job. Just as important and related to workers' 
rights, was protesting the Board's direction to 
undermine affirmative action contracting and 
student safety. As high school student Bernard 
Lorenzo conveyed to the crowd, "I have been 
riding union school buses for 8 years, and | had 
never once had an accident. To cut down on 
workers, would increase accidents. Isn't the 
Seattle Public Schools Adminstration responsible 
for safety? | want to thank the bus drivers for 
putting students first." 


The Board's decision threatens to end the careers 
of a diverse group of union drivers and mechanics 
with an average of 13 years experience of safe 
and caring transport of school children. The non- 
union contractor guarantees that half its drivers 
will have six months’ experience or more. On bus 
mechanics, the industry standard is one per 20 
buses. The current unionized company employs 
one Machinist union mechanic per 17 buses. The 
non-union contractor proposes one mechanic for 
every 42 buses. By this decision, the District 
stands to save only a very small percentage of its 
budget directly from the paychecks of low-wage 
union workers, safety of students, and affirmative 
action opportunities of our community. Next steps 
to address this injustice are currently developing. 
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Contact for this article. Allison Fletcher 
allison@jwj.org 


India : Seeds of Discontent 


By Meena Menon and Nityanand Jayaraman. 
CorpWatch India 


"We commit to transparency by making published 
scientific data and data summaries on product 
safety and benefits publicly available and 
accessible, and we commit to working within the 
rigorous science-based regulation as required by 
appropriate Government agencies around the 
world." Monsanto's Corporate Pledge 


GMO Field Trials in India 


The plot is uncannily similar. Desperate farmers, 
pest-ridden crops, a market of endless demand 
that promises riches to those who can supply, and 
a magic technology that promises to cure all ills. 
Less than half a century ago, green revolution was 
the panacea. Now, its the gene revolution. Gene 
or green, the proponents of the revolution remain 
the same multinational chemical companies like 
Monsanto and Novartis. 


U.S. chemical giant Monsanto's efforts -- through 
its Indian partner Mahyco -- to seek approval for 
commercializing the controversial transgenic Bt 
Cotton seeds in India has come under intense 
criticism. Cotton, a pest prone crop, iS grown 
widely in India. Monsanto hopes that its 
transgenic variety, known as ‘bollgard' cotton, can 
corner this market. Monsanto's cotton carries a 
gene from a naturally occurring toxic bacterium 
Bacillus Thurigensis. Splicing this gene within the 
genetic structure of the cotton makes the cotton 
plant poisonous to the boll weevil, a notorious 
cotton pest. 


Critics of the Indian Government's handling of the 
Bt Cotton evaluations say that the Government 
has condoned serious irregularities and safety 
violations. They complain that the process lacks 
transparency and public debate, and that the 
Government has neither the political will nor the 
technical and infrastructural ability to monitor or 
regulate this controversial technology. 


After a four-year period of controversy and 
negotiations shrouded in secrecy, the Government 
of India is set to approve the commercial planting 
of Monsanto's Bt Cotton in India. 
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Monsanto has been operating in India since 1949, 
and is a market leader in agricultural chemicals. It 
operates three Indian subsidiaries: Monsanto 
India, Monsanto Enterprises and Monsanto 
Chemicals, and early in 1998, Monsanto acquired 
a 26 per cent stake in the Indian seed company 
Mahyco. A corporate profile of Monsanto can be 
downloaded from: www.genewatch.org 


Fabric of Death 


Ironically, it is cotton -- touted as the poster child 
of the failed Green Revolution -- that is set to 
herald the genetic age in Indian agriculture. More 
than 50 percent of the total pesticides used in 
India are sprayed on cotton crops. This has 
exacted a deadly toll both on the farming and on 
the farmers. 


According to New Delhi-based food and trade 
policy expert Devinder Sharma, more than 10,000 
cotton farmers have killed themselves after the 
introduction of fourth-generation pesticides, called 
synthetic pyrethroids, less than 20 years ago. 
Farmers are caught in vicious cycles of debt to 
meet the high costs of green revolution cotton 
farming: debts they incur to purchase pesticides, 
fertilizers, water pumpsets and hybrid seeds. For 
many, the only way out of the debt trap is to 
swallow the very pesticides they purchase with 
their loans. 


This year, the cycle of suicides continued as large- 
scale crop failures floored the already debt-ridden 
cotton farmers from the Northern state of Punjab 
to Karnataka in the South. Forced to deliver a 
quick-fix remedy, the Government of India has 
latched on to the biotech bandwagon. Estimates 
place the Indian market for biotechnology at $2.5 
billion. 


Critics say that...the Government has condoned 
serious irregularities and safety violations...the 
process lacks transparency and public debate; and 
that the Government has neither the political will 
nor the technical and infrastructural ability to 
monitor or regulate this controversial technology. 


Behind Closed Doors 


In April 1998, the first field trials of Bt Cotton 
were permitted by the Indian Department of 
Biotechnology's Review Committee on Genetic 
Manipulation (RCGM). 


According to Afsar H. Jafri, program coordinator at 
Research Foundation for Science, Technology and 
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Ecology, this was a procedural irregularity. The 
Review Committee, which had authorized the 
import of Bt seeds in 1995, was empowered only 
to grant clearances for contained genetic 
experiments -- in laboratories or greenhouses. 
Permissions for field trials, Jafri says, ought to 
have been given by the Genetic Engineering 
Approval Committee. 


The Research Foundation, which is run by well- 
known globalization critic Dr. Vandana Shiva, took 
the matter to the Indian Supreme Court 
challenging the allegedly "illegal" field trials. 

Even before the case was decided, permission was 
granted in July 2000 for large-scale field trials this 
time by the Genetic Engineering Approval 
Committee (GEAC). Dr. Manju Sharma, secretary 
of the Department of Biotechnology, said the 
decision was taken after reviewing the data from 
the controversial small-scale field trials. According 
to Dr. Sharma, the data is "totally confidential" 
but that they allow a "clear inference" from it that 
Bt is safe. 


To date, none of the data generated by Monsanto 
has been made public. Approval for commercial 
planting was imminent last year. On June 18, 
2001, an open dialogue was called by the GEAC in 
response to public pressure. The meeting was 
attended by Greenpeace, scientists, officials and 
farmers. Questions raised about the scientific 
aspects of Bt cotton were dismissed and no 
primary data was used to counter the points of 
contention raised by Greenpeace. 


The Genetic Engineering Approval Committee, 
however, ordered a one-year extension for field 
trials of Bt cotton before taking a decision. In a 
press note, the Committee said the dates of 
planting Bt cotton were late, in some cases by 
three months. As a result of the late planting, the 
pest load was low and the yield data and the net 
agronomic advantage derived from the study 
could not reflect true values, Committee members 
reasoned. 


This time around, the trials were to be held under 
the direct supervision of the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR). The data from these 
tests are reportedly with the Government. [Since 
this report was written, news accounts indicate 
that the ICAR has responded positively to the 
tests, and that the Government will be announcing 
the commercial use of Bt Cotton anytime now -- 
CWI editor] 
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As far as Monsanto is concerned, the ball is in the 
Government's court. "All trial data has been 
systematically recorded by Mahyco as required 
and submitted to the concerned authorities," says 
Ranjana Smetacek, the director of Government & 
Public Affairs at Monsanto. "If you are speaking of 
those Government authorities, | imagine they are 
governed by a protocol and abide by it." DBT 
secretary Dr. Sharma _ refused to talk to 
CorpWatch India. 


The results of the second round of large-scale 
trials on 100 hectares are yet to see the light of 
day. But the decision to commercialize Bt Cotton 
is a fait accompli. 


According to Dr. Sharma, the results from the 
latest round of trials of Bt cotton, commissioned 
last June, were satisfactory. She told the national 
daily Indian Express in Bangalore that it is upto 
the GEAC, and the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests to decide on a commercialisation date. 


A Twist in the Tale 


Shortly after public interest groups challenged the 
Governments haste in fast-tracking Bt Cotton 
approvals in the Supreme Court, the cotton 
controversy took an interesting turn. In January 
2001, a 10-member U.S. delegation, comprising 
judges and scientists, met Supreme Court Chief 
Justice A.S. Anand in New Delhi. According to a 
report in the national daily The Hindu, the object 
of the meeting with the Chief Justice was to 
impress upon him and the judicial fraternity the 
benefits of biotechnology. The delegation was 
organized by U.S.-based non-profit Einstein 
Institute for Science, Health and the Courts. 


Responding to The Hindu, Einstein Institute 
director Dr. Franklin Zweig, who led the 
delegation, denied that the two-hour meeting was 
to influence the judiciary. He said it was to 
educate the judge(s) about the basic principles of 
public information for use of courts and court 
systems. The delegation offered to hold workshops 
for the judges of the Indian Supreme and High 
courts to educate them about transgenics and 
safety protocols in biotech research. 


From: The Hindu. 5 January, 2001. New Delhi : 
Who Knows What's Good for the Farmers? 


The Government, it seems, made up its mind long 
ago. It has virtually ignored the vigorous anti- 
GMO campaigns. In November 1998, farmers from 
the Southern state of Karnataka burnt down a 
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field where Bt Cotton was being surreptitiously 
tested by Monsanto-Mahyco. This direct action, 
which launched the "Operation Cremate 
Monsanto" campaign, had the full participation of 
farmer Basanna Hunsole, the owner of the 
experimental plot. 


Hunsole says Monsanto merely told him that the 
seeds would give him good results and withheld 
information that the seed was_ genetically 
modified. Hunsole adds that the Bt Cotton 
performed "miserably" in comparison to the 
traditional varieties planted by him in the nearby 
plots. 


This year, the cycle of suicides continued as large- 
scale crop failures floored the already debt-ridden 
cotton farmers... 


Vijay Jhawandia of Maharashtra-based farmers 
organization Shetkari Sanghatana concurs. His 
visits to field test sites at Wardha in Central India, 
he says, have left him with the impression that 
the yields and pest-resistance abilities of Bt Cotton 
are vastly overrated. "I feel Bt cotton has failed in 
Maharashtra and there must be an_ open 
discussion on this," he said. "Scientists should 
answer some questions -- why is Bt cotton failing 
here while other varieties are doing well?" 


Even as the controversy rages on, _ the 
Government is causing increasing concern among 
its critics by exposing its inability, or unwillingness 
as some say, to monitor and regulate the entry 
and spread of genetically modified organisms. 
These concerns take on a serious shade in light of 
the growing body of evidence pointing to the 
irreversible effects of genetic pollution on 
traditional and wild varieties of plants. 


Gene Campaign, a New Delhi based organisation, 
has filed a petition in the Delhi High court 
charging the Government with negligence for 
allowing large-scale planting of Bt cotton. The 
petition, which was admitted by the court, 
demands that GMOs be released only after a 
rigorous regulatory procedure and an evaluation 
by an independent regulatory agency (not the 
government controlled GEAC). 


Its proven inabilities notwithstanding, the 
Government has promised to allow 20 genetically 
manipulated crops for commercial planting this 
year. 


Contact for this article. CorpWatch India - PO Box 
29344 - San Francisco, CA 94129 USA - Tel: 415- 
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An economist from a different era 


By Emiliano Brancaccio. Granello di Sabbia 
Translated by Gulliver Cragg, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac. org 





“An intellectual disinclined to be a leader, but who 
was pervasively influential all the same.” This is 
how, some years ago, Federico Caffé summed up 
the figure of James Tobin, underlining the 
noteworthy contrast between the American 
economist’s shy and soft character and his 
extraordinary, trailblazing influence on _ the 
development of economic research. This contrast 
has been greatly accentuated in recent times with 
the rise to prominence of the Tobin tax on the 
international political scene. With his good 
manners and sense of balance, Tobin has tended 
to treat the fame that this has brought him with 
self-deprecating irony. This gracious humility is of 
a different era to that of today*s brimming 
narcissism, but it never went so far as to affect his 
civic passion and political commitment. 


Tobin's scientific research is very extensive. The 
document by which the Swedish Academy of 
sciences conferred on him his Nobel prize for 
economics in 1981 testifies to this: “It can be said 
that few contemporary economists have had a 
comparably inspiring influence on economic 
research”. And his theory concerning portfolio 
choices, though half a century old by now, 
continues to represent a reference point for much 
macroeconomic and financial analysis. 


A potential key to reading Tobin’s vast scientific 
output can be found in his conviction, borrowed 
from Keynes, that politics can and should exercise 
considerable influence on the dynamics _ of 
economic systems. The basic version of Tobin’s 
theory calls for extensive powers for economic 
policy-makers. They should be able to significantly 
affect the level and structure of revenues from 
financial activity and from existent capital in a 
given country. With appropriate moves to extend 
their mandate, the authorities should be able not 
only to reduce interest rates and_ the 
accompanying burden of public debt, but also to 
stimulate private investment, and _ thence 
employment, production and distribution of 
revenue, both in the short and long term (which 
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says a lot about attempts to vulgarise Tobin as a 
simple advocate of “stabilisation” policies). 


The considerable powers that Tobin’s macro- 
economic theory proposes for political authorities 
make his ideas extremely relevant to the current 
debate. 


In this vein, Tobin has always hotly disputed the 
“tied hands” ideology, which holds that political 
intervention in economics is always useless, if not 
downright harmful. In the years of the monetarist 
counter-revolution and its unfortunate application 
by Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher, Tobin 
was a lucid and calm polemicist in the debates 
surrounding the theory those political experiments 
claimed as their basis. Tobin’s favourite target was 
an epistemological clause championed by 
Friedman, which stated that “Builders of economic 
models” should be entitled to suppose that 
families, businesses and other economic operators 
act within the system as though they were 
resolving highly complex optimisation problems. 
Tobin always held this’ notion of the 
“mathematician housewife”, which persists today 
in many of the most prestigious seats of 
academia, to be a dubious shield, sheltering 
reactionary policies that favoured inequality and 
were indifferent to unemployment and poverty. 


Naturally, Tobin’s convictions about the potential 
for political intervention in the economy never 
prevented him from recognizing the limits that 
could be imposed on such intervention. Moreover, 
his original model, developed over the O50s and 
060s, imagined one country functioning in 
isolation from the rest of the world. With the 
expansion of international transactions, 
commercial and above all financial, Tobin 
recognised the need for numerous adjustments of 
his theory. These pointed to a much more modest 
role for public intervention. In particular, the free 
circulation of capital often made the political 
authorities incapable of changing the levels and 
structures of businesses’ rates of revenue, since in 
a country open to foreign exchange, these rates 
are determined at a global level. 


The idea of the Tobin tax was born and developed 
within this context. Its inventor had two 
fundamental aims for it - one moderate, so to 
speak; the other decidedly more ambitious: to 
stabilize exchange markets and thus reduce the 
chances of perverse and irrational capital flight; 
and to reclaim a certain level of autonomy in the 
exercise of economic policy for individual 
countries. The first result would be achieved on 
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the principle that the tax would induce operators 
to reduce the volume of speculative trading to 
avoid continual currency conversions. The second 
stems from the tax’s constituting (by discouraging 
currency exchange) a sort of fiscal cushion 
between nations, allowing the political authorities 
to separate, at least in part, their internal trade 
revenues from those prevalent on international 
markets. The tax would let politics breathe again: 
there would be more room to manoeuvre, and the 
sword of Damocles that is capital flight would go 
away. 


In recent months, respected editorialists in Italy 
have maintained that Tobin has abandoned his 
proposal for taxing currency exchange, 
considering it obsolete. But all my efforts have not 
led me to a single quotation from Tobin that could 
confirm this piece of “news”. On the contrary. | 
found that just a few months ago he reaffirmed 
the absolute theoretical validity and practical 
feasibility of his proposal. Times being what they 
are, the misunderstanding should not surprise us: 
Marx would not have hesitated to speak of “paying 
the boxers.” 


Contact for this article. Granello di Sabbia 
redazione@attac.org 





Looking for volunteers 


As you have noticed probably a_ volunteer 
translator team exists. Languages are indeed one 
of the biggest difficulties to be able to share ideas, 
proposals, and analysis. With 2 500 000 pages 
read during the first quarter 2002 on the website 
attac.org and the 80 OOO subscribers of the 
newsletters in five languages, it is vital for us. 
Since 1998 an all-volunteer translator team is 
working everyday to help. We need to find more 
help but for this you don’t have to “sign with your 
blood”. 


First. You don’t like it, you don’t translate it. We 
call this the “taste test”. We propose documents 
from diverse organizations to be translated. You 
find in you mailbox a short description of the 
document. If you find it interesting you volunteer. 
That is all. 


Second. Can you find the whole “Lord of the 
Rings” to be translated by tomorrow ? Large 
documents are split in several small parts to be 
translated separately. Proof reading is organized 
at the end. In fact you can volunteer for the small 
part translation or the proof reading. 
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Third. Yes but sometimes only. Your availability 
doesn’t allow you to be on board 24-7. Well that is 
not an issue neither. You are just subscribed to a 
mailing list from which you receive’ short 
document descriptions. If you don’t have time, the 
delete button is on your keyboard, you are free to 
use it whenever. 


Still interested? J ust contact coorditrad@attac.org 
a coordination team to help you. 





Just mention: 

1- Your(s) mother tongue(s) 

2- Language(s) you are able to read and to 
translate from 


Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 
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3- If you are an English native speaker but do not 
translate, you can also volunteer as a_ proof- 
reader. 


Feel free to ask any questions not answered in this 
small presentation. Of course you can forward this 
announcement to all your friends. (we can deal 
with the subscription of a whole translation school 
if all the students agree) 


Hope to see you with us soon. 
coorditrad@attac. org 





If you are interested in one of these rendezvous please click on http://attac.org/indexen/ See 


“ATTAC In the World” then “Meeting ATTAC” 


-- Wednesday 10 
AUSTRIA : Salzburg 
DANMARK : Albertslund 
ESPANA : Madrid 
FINLAND : Tampere 





FRANCE: Nantes - Aix - Rennes - Paris - Montreuil - Paris 11 - Les Mureaux - Beziers - Paris 15 - Ruffec 


SVERIGE : Oskarshamn 


-- Thursday 11 
FINLAND : Helsinki - Vantaa 


FRANCE: Nimes - Brioude - Evreux - Bayonne - Annecy 


-- Friday 12 

AUSTRIA : Linz - Hollabrunn 
ESPANA : Malaga 

FRANCE: Bordeaux - Laval 
NORGE : Oslo 


-- Saturday 13 

FRANCE: Paris 11 - Epinal - Paris 
NORGE : Oslo 

SVERIGE : Stockholm 


-- Sunday 14 
FRANCE: Tours - Chinon - Paris 11 
NORGE : Oslo 


-- Monday 15 

BELGIQUE BELGIE: Bruxelles 
BRITAIN: London 

ESPANA: Madrid 


FRANCE: Chateaubriant - Le Thor - Beziers - Aix - Chatellerault - Rochefort - Paris 


SVERIGE : Stockholm 


-- Tuesday 16 
AUSTRIA : Wien 
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DANMARK: Valby - Hillerod 

ESPANA: Madrid 

FRANCE: Saint Nazaire - Metz - Paris 11 - Avignon - Pernes les Fontaines - Montpellier - Aix - Paris 
NORGE : Oslo 

SVERIGE : Norrkoping - Uppsala 


Wednesday 17 

FRANCE: La Ciotat - Arras - Montreuil - Sophia Antipolis - Paris 11 - Belfort - Beziers - Nice - Toulouse - 
Saintes - Paris 

SVERIGE : Stockholm 


